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In Memoriam

Martin Moyer
Topeka
July 23, 1931 — March 8, 2009
31-year member, #250

Itiswith greatsorrow thatwe reportthe passing
of Martin Moyer, age 77, a 31-year member and
volunteer of Combat Air Museum. Martin wasadear
friend to many of usand will be greatly missed. His
passing has leftalarge void in our membership and
volunteer force thatwill be difficulttofill.

Martin joined the Museum on March 11,
1978, whenitwasknownas Yesterday’s Air Force,
Kansas Wing. Ironically, hisservice was on March
11,2009. Atthe time Martin joined, the Museumwas
havingamembership drive at what was then White
Lakes Mall in Topeka. Martin remembered the Mu-
seum broughtits Messerschmitt Bf-109 mock-up to
the mall forthe drive. He talked with some volunteers,
joined, andtherestishistory.

Instead of tryingto listall that Martin did over
his31-yearsasamember/volunteer, itiseasierto list
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what he did notdo. We do not think he ever ran the
GiftShop orever flew any of the Museum’s planes.
Andthatisaboutall thereistothatlist. Martindid so
much forthisorganization.

""Martin Moyer," con't. on page 3
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""Martin Moyer,'" con't. from page 1

For the first 15 years, Martin could only give
volunteer time onevenings or weekends. Hisweek-time
jobwasinbridge construction. Martin builtbridges, and
these skillsserved oftenwith projectsatthe Museum. He
retiredin 1993 and becamearegular volunteerat CAM.

Martinwasamorning person. Thatistosay he
did hisvolunteer time inthe mornings, five daysaweek.
Ifyouarrivedatthe museum by 8AM, youwould usually
find Martin opening up Hangar 604 and starting a pot of
coffee. But he did not operate on a time clock. In the
summer, especially, itwasnotuncommonto learn Martin
had beenatthe museumsince 5 or 5:30AM mowing the
lawn.

Coffeebreaksand lunchwerealwaysenjoyable
timesintheworkshop. People just liked beingaround
Martin, and it was good camaraderie for everyone.
Usually, by 12:30PM, he was headed home to, as he
wouldsay, “takeanap.”

About three years after Martin retired from
work, he broughtanew etiree, close friend, and fellow
bridge builder, AmosPage, tothe museum. Soon, Amos
becamearegular volunteer and member, and the two of
them were constantly involved with projects around
CAM. Primarily, theirwork involved buildings mainte-
nance and grounds, but they also did many projectsin
supportofexhibitsand displays.

Atonetimethe carpenter shopwasinastorage
areain Hangar 602. But Martin wanted a larger shop.
So, heroughed outhisideas, and he and other volunteers
builtanew carpenter shop in Hangar 604, adjacenttothe

workshop. Today, the former carpenter shop is an
exhibitroomandthe library. Martin also sawaneedto
come up with a covered, outside storage area for the
lawn mowers and various other tools used in grounds
maintenance. When some old transformers were re-
moved fromtheir concrete foundation onthe south side
of Hangar 604, he saw an opportunity. Soon, he, Amos,
and other volunteers were buildingamower shed onthe
oldtransformersite. Dick Trupp, then Board Chairman,
had asign made for the large shed that still hangs above
entrance. Itreads M & A (for Martinand Amos) Motor
Pool.

Martin greatly enjoyed auctions and flea mar-
kets, and he had akeen eye for bargains. He saved this
museum hundreds of dollarsand probably more with the
lumber and building materials, tools, and equipment
purchased at these sales. He even brought in obscure
itemsthat he thought could be used for projects. One day
he broughtinasmall plastic tubfilled with someribbed
metal doodads. Tothisday, we do not know what their
original purpose was, butthey make greatengine cylin-
der heads for the scooter planes builtin Hangar 604.

Martin’s mind never stopped working, he was
always coming up with new projects and innovations.
Wewould oftenwalk into Hangar 604 and could hear the
sound of saws, hammers, or nail guns coming fromthe
carpenter shop. Last summer, it was the sound of
sandblasting coming from the flight line side of 604.
Martin blasted and primed almost the entire DUKW
over the summer. The man never stopped doing things.

Until near the end, Martin kept the humor we
knew so well. When the doctor told him there was
nothingmorethey could do forhimandhe had abouttwo
days left, Martin replied to the affect, “Whatashame.
Now I won’tget that stimulus check from Obama.” To
anothermuseummemberwhosaid hewouldmissMartin’s
helponaproject, Martinsaid he would be watching from
therafters.

Martin is greatly missed, but he was a person
who would not expect those of us remaining to mope
alongabout his passing. He would expect us to adapt,
adjust, fillin,and do our part to continue toimprove on
thisgreatmuseumand bring new generations of visitors
through the doors.
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CAM members meetat Mulvane Art Museum
to see aphoto exhibit of Chinain World War Il
and hear of Lee Lamar's last mission in World War Il

Thismonth’s membership meeting took place at
Mulvane Art Museumonthe Washburn University cam-
pus. Coffee and pastries were available inthe museum
foyer, and the presentation took place inthe gallery. The
meetingwasinconjunctionwithanewexhibitat Mulvane
called China Before Mao: Through the Lens of a
Flying Tiger Photographer. The gallery wasfilled with
blackandwhiteand color photographstaken by Topekan
William Lyman Dibble (1923-2004) in Chinaduring
World War I1. The exhibitincluded artifacts from the
Dibblecollection, artifactsand artwork loaned by Com-
bat Air Museum, and photos and artifacts from the
collection of Washburn University professor Tony
Naylor.

Tom Ellis, a Dean of Enrollment Management,
welcomed the crowd of some 75 people to Washburn
andthe Mulvane Art Museum onbehalf of President Dr.
Farley,whowasin Washington, D.C. Mr. Ellisrelateda
story of a student’s transcript to the audience. This
student started at Washburn in 1939 but in the Fall
Semester 1941 received all incompletes. Thiswas be-
cause he joined the service (Navy) in December 1941
afterthe USentryinto World War I1. Inthose days, finals
were inJanuary, and this student missed his finals. This
studentfinished his classes the following June by corre-
spondence and came back to Washburn after basic
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trainingas part of the Navy’s VV-12 program. He com-
peted his education after the end of World War 11.

Mr. Ellis pointed to one photo taken in Shanghai,
China, ofabuilding. He said thata couple of yearsago
heandagroup of Washburn studentstoured Chinaand
had their picture taken in virtually the same spot in front
ofthe same building near Huangpu River. Mr. Ellisalso
related his association with members of the Dibble
family.

Gene Howerter introduced aspecial guestinthe
audience. He was Mr. Bill Templeton from Kansas
City. Mr. Templetonwasasurvivor of the Bataan Death
March in the Philippines during World War I1. Gene
related that he had known two other survivors of the
march.

Genethenthanked Cindi Morrison, Mulvane Art
Museum director,and Carol Emert, Mulvane curator
of exhibits, forallowing the Museumto have its meeting
and program at Mulvane. Gene then pointed out his
favorite photo inthe exhibit. Itwas one ofa Chinese Boy
Scout. He spokeallittle about Chinese-Americanrela-
tionssince Mao and how they have improved. He then
introduced Mary Dibble, William’swidow, and thanked
her for sharing the photos. Gene told the audience
William Dibble was with the 4" Photo Group of the
Fourteenth Air Force. He then spoke again about the

Left: Part of the audience at
Mulvane Art Museum.

Above: Lee Lamar giving his
presentation.

PHOTOS by DAVE MURRAY
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Boy Scout photoandasked Mary Dibble about
the story of the uniform. She replied a Flying
Tiger pilotwas formingaBoy Scouttroop for
Chinese boysand needed help with uniforms.
William Dibble wrote back home for assistance
andasked Dr. Will [William] Menninger of
Topekaifhe could round up some uniforms for
the boys. Dr. Menninger was a leading scout
master and head of the Sea Scouts in Topeka,
and William Dibble had beenamember of the
Sea Scouts. The request produced two boxes of uni-
forms from Topeka Scoutsthatdressed 18 Chinese Boy
Scoutsin Kunming, China.

Genetoldtheaudience hetriedtogetachaplainto
cometothe meeting to give a prayer, butitdid not pan
out. He then told everyone he has collected various
military Biblesand missals for the Museum’schapel. He
had onewith himtitled Strength for Servicesto Godand
Country, dated 1942. 1t was compiled by the Chief,
Chaplain Corps. He read a passage for February 8,
1942telling the audience how everything inthe passage
for1942 isappropriate for today. After the reading the
passage, Gene read anaccompanying prayer.

Gene then introduced the guest speaker, Mr.
[Edgar] Lee Lamar of Kansas City and thanked Tad
Pritchett fordriving to Kansas City to pick Mr. Lamar
up. Mr. Lamar talked about his final mission flying a B-
24 bomber aircraft during World War Il and how he
revisited the crashsite and his capture site in Croatiatwo
years ago. He used projected photos throughout his
presentation.

Thefirstimage Mr. Lamar putup read:
First Trip to Croatia
November 18, 1944

Unexpected, Unplanned
and Unappreciated

Lee Lamar was 23 years old on November 18,
1944 when he co-piloted a B-24 Liberator bomber
named Bottoms Up from an air base near Spinazzola,
Italy over the Adriatic Sea some 380 miles to bomb a
Germanairbase near Udine, Italy. Thiswas Lamar’s 21

combat mission, and itwas expected to bea“milk run”
oreasy mission.

Bottoms Up dropped itsbombs over the target but
before the bomb bay doors could be closed Lamar felt
the plane shudder and knew they had been hitbadly. The
bomber was hitnear the number one engine (leftwing)
and between the numbertwoengine (also leftwing) and
the fuselage. The hydraulic and oxygen systemswere
destroyed. Lamar later learned that a crewman on
another Liberator reported at his debriefing that Bot-
toms Upwas losing altitude fastand had ahole inthe left
wingbigenoughto “driveaBuick through.”

Lamartold the navigatorto plotacourse home that
would keep themaway from enemyterritory, buteither
it was misunderstood or not heard. The B-24 made it
about85milessouth of Udine, and asitneared the town
of Pola, Italy [today, Pula, Croatia] antiaircraftartillery
batteries onthe Brinjuni Islands off the coast fired upon
the plane. The B-24’s elevators were destroyed and a
piece of flak hit below Lamar’s feet, destroying his
rudder pedals. Lamar looked to his pilot and said, “I
think this is where we get off.” All 10 crew members
bailed outofthe plane. Lamarwas nextto lastand felthe
had only several seconds between the time he left the B-
24 until he and the aircraft both hit the ground. The
bomber had made aslow, wide spiral tothe groundand
itsrightwing hitthe top of atall oak tree before careening
into the ground. German soldiers arrived at the scene
almostimmediately and occupied it for three days.

After landing, Lamar rolled up his parachute and

"Lee Lamar," con't. on page 9



COMBAT AIR MUSEUM

Photo exhibitinspires around table discussion
at Mulvane Art Museum

On February 24 Combat Air Museum members
participated inaroundtable discussion at Mulvane
ArtMuseum. Thediscussionfocused onthe collection
of images from the exhibition China Before Mao:
Through the Lens of a Flying Tigers Photogra-
pher. Curator Danny San Romaniwas invited from
Combat Air Museum and Jerry Holley, also a
Museum member, was invited on behalf ofthe Holley
Museum of Military History. Gene Howerter also
attended the discussion.

Othersinvited to take partin the discussion
included Mr. Tom Flanagan, aC-47 flightengineer
withthe 322nd Troop Carrier (Headquarters) Squad-
ron, 14" Air Force, and Mrs. Mary Dibble, widow
of William L. Dibble, whose photos were onexhibit.
Anaddedbonuswasthe presence of Mr. Hal Pottorf.
Hal was a “Hump Pilot”

Tigers. The discussionwasthenturned overto Tom
Flanaganand Hal Pottorf. They each shared some of
theirexperiencesand entertained questions fromthe
audience.
Jerry and Danny provided some more back-
ground history, telling theaudience thatin March 1943
the Fourteenth Air Force was formed from the China
Air Task Force with Chennault as its commanding
general. Danny told the audience the 23" Groupstill
existstoday, based at Moody Air Force Base, Geor-
gia. Theunitfliesthe A-10 Thunderbolt 1, commonly
called the “Warthog.” Thegroupinsigniaisawinged
tiger riding athunderbolt. The 74" Squadron is the
Flying Tigers. The 75" Squadronisthe Tiger Sharks.
Thediscussionturnedtothe photosand memo-
rabiliaon exhibit. Mary Dibble explained the color
photos. The Dibble family

who flew the Curtiss C-
46 Commando carrying
cargoand personnel over
the Himalaya Mountains.

The discussion
took place in the
Museum’s north gallery
andwasinformal. Attend-
ees sat in a large circle,
andasecond rowof chairs
was set up to accommo-

Mary Dibble drew attention
to a photo of
a Chinese Boy Scout.
A Flying Tiger pilot
was forming
a Boy Scout troop
for Chinese boys.

operated a grocery and
drug store. They got in
Kodak color film. Mary
didnotremember ifitwas
Kodacolor or
Kodachrome film. The
family would periodically
sendrollsofthe color film
toWilliamDibble,andthat
is how he got the color
photos. The black and

date everyone. After in-

troductions, Jerry and Danny gave some background
history on Claire Chennaultandthe American Volun-
teer Group (AVG), commonly known asthe Flying
Tigers. They talked about when the AVG was
disestablished and the 23 Fighter Group formedon
July 4, 1942 as part of the China Air Task Force,
Tenth Air Force, with Chennaultas Commander. The
23“Groupincluded planes, some pilots, and mainte-
nance personnel fromthe AVG, and the Group car-
ried onthe traditions and took the nickname Flying

white photos came out of
aircraft cameras that had not used up all their film.
Dibble and other photo techs were allowed to take
picturesusingthe filmremaining inthe cameras.
Washburn University professor Tony Naylor
also provided photos and artifacts for the exhibit. He
spokealittle abouthow heacquiredthe itemsthrough
afriend and that he made many more negatives that
were not printed for the exhibit.
Tom Flanagan and Hal Pottorf spoke more
abouttheirexperiences, each after some prodding by
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afriend. They both had some close moments with
aircraft, and each injected humor in sharing their
respective experiences.

Mary Dibble drewattentiontoaphotoofa
Chinese Boy Scout. AFlying Tiger pilotwas form-
ingaBoy Scouttroop for Chinese boysand needed
uniforms. William Dibble had beenamember ofthe
SeaScoutsin Topeka, underthetutelage of Dr. Will
[William] Menninger. Dibble wrote Dr. Menninger
about the uniforms and Topeka Boy Scouts col-
lected two boxes of uniforms and emblems and

The P-38 pilots felt bad
for the P-40 pilots
flying their
obsolescent aircraft
against the more nimble
Japanese fighters.

shippedthemto Kunming, China. Eighteen Chinese
Boy Scoutsdonned their “new” uniformsand the
one photo shows one of the Scouts dressed out.
The audience had more questions of the
panel members. One asked about the comparison
ofthe Curtiss P-40 Warhawk against the Japanese
Zero.Jerryand Danny provided some information,
and Gene Howerter spoke about hisuncle whowas
aLockheed P-38Lightning pilotinthe Pacific,and
howthe P-38pilotsfeltbad forthe P-40 pilots flying
their obsolescentaircraftagainstthe more nimble
Japanese fighters. P-40s could survive with hitand
runtactics, but Chennaulttold hispilotstonotgetin
adogfightwitha Zero or Oscar. The P-40s were
apoor match with these fighters in a one-on-one
dogfight. A few more questions came from the
audience for the two veterans of the China-Burma-
Indiatheater, and the meeting ended. =

New
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An update on our projects

Link Trainer and Harvard

Dave Houser hasfinishedthe Linktrainertothe
pointitwill soon be moved out of the workshop for
final assembly of the right wing and the canopy cover.
Dave leftacouple of cloth sections offthe right side of
the trainer near the pilot’s seat, so visitors can look
inside. The doors, canopy cover, and access panels
will be secured to protect the interior of the trainer.

Dave finished painting the nose spinner onthe
Harvard and is now stripping old paint from the
spinner base for repainting. Thiswork hasto be done
inplace ontheplane, asthe base isattached behindthe
propeller.

World War Il Exhibit

Tom Witty hashis paintcolorsselected and is
ready to paintand install the first of five panelsinthe
World War Il exhibit. Whenthat is complete, he will
install shelving and select aircraft to go with that
particular panel. The library isfilled with model air-
craft, more thanwe canuse, but Tomwilltry different
setupsto see whatthe bestselection of modelswill be.

F-111 Capsule

The F-111 capsule and exhibit case have been
relocated to the southwest corner of Hangar 602.
Ken Pringle, the capsule owner, is working with
Dick Trupp toadd more artifacts to the exhibit.

Pratt & Whitney R-2800
Radial Engine

Dick Truppand Stu Entz recovered acutaway
ofaPratt & Whitney R-2800 engine from University
of Kansas (KU), Lawrence, Kansas. Theengineison
its own roll around stand, and its attitude can be
adjusted by use ofahand crank. Theengine’s propel-
ler hub can be oriented sothatitis pointing upward, or
sothatitispointing parallel to the floor. Dick spent at
leastafewyearstalkingwithfolksat KU toseeifthey
would part with the engine. It is now part of the
Museum’scollection.

Tugs

Don Dawson fabricated two removable stan-
chionstoholdamber revolving lightsonthetugs. One
light/motorwas 12 volts, the other was six volts. Don
purchased someresistorsand wired theminonone of
the tugs sothe six voltlight/motor could be used. He
wired both assemblies such that the lights cannot be
mixed up on the tugs. One can only use the 12 volt
assembly, the other the six voltassembly. When used,
the stanchionsare installed behind the tugs' seat.

Hangar 602 Sheathing
Contractwork on re-sheathing the westend of
Hangar 602 began March 10. J.B. Turnerand Sons
isperforming the work. So far, the west and south
sides of the lean-to on Hangar 602 have been re-
sheathed. The contractor attempted todrive a 65-
foot lift up to the west end of the hangar in order to
remove and replace the higher sheathing, butaftera
weekend’srain, the liftbecame stuck before getting
closetothe hangar. Itwaseventually extracted
from the mud, and the work foreman said they
wouldwait for the ground to dry out before bringing
theliftinagain.

J-65 Turboject Engine
AJ-65turbojetengine, builtby Buick, was delivered
to CAM by membersofthe 190" Air Refueling Wing,
Kansas Air National Guard on March 17. This par-
ticularengine was flown onaMartin B-57 Canberra,
currently on exhibit at the Museum of the Kansas
National Guard. Some assembly of engine compo-
nentsisrequiredand Donwill buildastandforit. The
J-65isonloanto CAM fromthe National Museum of
the United States Air Force.

> >
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'""Lee Lamar,' con't. from page 5

hiditbehindarock wall withdirtand leaves. He landed
not far from his pilot, Randall Darden, and together
they hid overnight butwere captured the nextday. Four
ofthe crewwere captured by the Germans. The remain-
ing six were able to evade and escape capture with the
help of local partisansand eventually returnedto Allied
territory. Lamarwasultimately takento Stalag Luft I near
Barth, Germany. Russian troops liberated his POW
camp on April 30, 1945, and he returned home to
MissouriinJune 1945.

Lamar was haunted by the memories of his expe-
rience for over 60years. He pictured inhismind’seyethe
location of his parachute at the intersection of two old
stonewallsinthe countryside. The events played over
and over and there seemed to be no closure.

Leewasadeptwithcomputersand researched the
Internetunsuccessfully forinformation aboutthe crash
site. Then, on September 17, 2006 — his wedding
anniversary—hereceivedanemail fromaLukaBekic.
Bekicwasanarchaeologistwiththe Croatianrestoration
Institute and wrote that while excavatingaRoman Villa
foraproposed pipeline they had come acrossanaircraft
crashsiteinaremote location nearthe village of Krvavici,
Croatia. Lukathoughttheaircraft mighthavebeen Lee’s
B-24. Lukahad researched records about WWII crash
sites in the area and tracked Lee down through the
Internet. Over the next several months the two ex-
changedemails.

Lee said that Bottoms Up was painted olive drab

COMBAT AIR MUSEUM

From an image projected on the screen:
Left: Lee Lamar. Right Rear: Luka Bekic.
PHOTO by DAVE MURRAY

and gray. Lukaemailed photos of wreckage parts, but
they appeared to nothave any paint, so Lee wasnotsure
itwas his B-24. Lee explained that the plane had flown
alargecircle beforeitcrashed and had gone downina
more or less flat attitude rather than diving into the
ground. Lukaprovided more images of wreckage, and
although the pieces did not show much paint, they did
reveal English lettering and words. One photowas ofa
bomb bay doorwhich Lee immediately recognizedas
coming fromaB-24. Alocal residentused itto cover his
wood. Lukaalso had anaerial photo of the crash area.
It showed intersecting stone walls and a oblong area
where crash debris was spread out. The spread of the
debriswas consistentwithaplane crashing inaflatter
attitude instead of aplanethatburied itselffromadiving
angle.

Lukafinally found somekey informationafter read-
ingaMarcana County (Lee’sword) history book. The
book had informationaboutabomber crashand verified
the date the plane wentdown. Lukaalso found that the
passage had been written by a former partisan, now a
professor. Lee said he interviewed the former partisan
andasked himifhewas sure aboutthe date. The partisan
replied that it was correct as that was the day they lost
their commander. When the plane crashed, the local
partisans were activated to search for survivorsand hide
them from the Germans. The commander dressed ina
uniformtype of clothing, was captured by the Germans,
senttoaconcentration camp, and never returned.

During their exchange of emails, Lee attended a
general meeting of the Commemorative Air Force (CAF)
at New Century Air Center between Gardner and
Olathe, Kansas. He told others at the meeting about his
correspondence with Luka Bekicandthe possibility the
crash site of his B-24 was found. Mr. Dennis
Okerstrom, a CAF member and professor at Park
University, Parkville, Missouri, was atthe meetingand
felt Lee had astory to tell. Okerstrom contacted a Mr.
RonWright,and they begandiscussing the possibility of
adocumentary of Lee’sstory. Before long, the plans for

"Lee Lamar," con't. on page 10
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"Lee Lamar," con't. from page 9

the documentary were being made as well as plansfora
tripto Croatiain August2007. Park University funded
the trip. Park students would film the documentary of
Lee’sexperience, includingasearch for his parachute of
whichhe had dreamed for over 60 years. Priortothetrip
Leespoketostudentsatthe university.
Leeshowed animagethatthistime read
Second Trip to Croatia
Expected
Planned
Most fully appreciated

Alsopriortothe Croatiantrip, Lee had the oppor-
tunity togetup closeand personal toarestored, flying B-
24.The Collings Foundationrestored a B-24J Libera-
torin1989andfliesitontoursaroundthe US. The plane
came into Kansas City, and Lee wasableto flyalongon
itsnextlegto FortCollins, Colorado. Hewasallowedto
briefly pilot the aircraft. After showing a photo of the
Collings B-24J, Lee showedaphoto of Parks University
students as World War reenactors riding in a vintage
jeep.

Agroupof 21 people left Kansas City for Croatia
onAugust3,2007. Thegroup included Leeand hiswife,
Bonnie, their daughter and her family, Ronand Sharyl
Wright, Dennis and Jeanette Okerstrom, eight Park
University studentsand atwo-member film crew. Lee
said it was vacation time in Pula, Croatia and many
peoplewerevisiting the city. Hisdayswere busy asnews
mediahadadvanced knowledge thisentourage fromthe
United States was coming. Lee had the first of several
interviewsand mediaconferences. Healsometagradu-
ate of the US Air Force Academy who was among a
smallgroup of Croatiansselected toattend USAFA. The
graduate gave LeeabriefingonaMiGaircraft.

Lee showed a photo of a large table filled with
pieces and parts of Bottoms Up, none of them very
large. Among the piecesand parts wasascale model of
the B-24 initsfull markings. Lee alsohad aphoto of an
oxygen tank that had been cut in half and used for a
livestock feeder. He told the audience that Luka was
walking through agrassy areaone day and kickedupa
piece of metal. At first, Luka thought it came from a
tractor, butas he looked more closely, he saw foreign
printing/stencilingonthe piece ofaluminumandreasoned
itcame fromanaircraft. He asked localsaboutany plane
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crash,andthatwas hisintroduction into the research on
Bottoms Upand Lee Lamar. Lee showedaphoto of that
piece of the plane.

Theentourage visited theareaof the crash sightand
alocal land owner showed Lee the oak tree that Bottoms
Up’swing clipped before crashing intothe ground. The
land owner told Lee he was glad the tree was not
destroyed. Lee also met the owner of the bomb bay
door. He asked to buy it for the CAF at New Century,
butthe owner declined, saying he could not buy some-
thing else that good to cover hiswood.

Thevillage of Krvavici threwa large luncheon for
Lee and the others. Here, he also met some of the
partisansand metaman, lvan Cetina, whoasa 12 year
oldboy, carried Lee’s parachute home. His seven year
old brother found the chute, but could not move it by
himself. The chute wasimmediately cutup todestroy its
presence and some clothes were made fromitssilk.

Leeshowed aphoto of himself cutting the ham for
the luncheon, considered an honor. He said he cut the
ham invery thin slices. He said the ham took some 15
monthsto prepare/cure. Again, there wasa large gath-
ering of mediaand news coverage of the event. Atthe
luncheon Lee metthe son of the man (asevenyearold
boy at the time of the crash) who initially found the
parachute. The son’s name was Zlatko Cetinaand Lee
showed aphoto of Cetinaand he talking with each other.

During his stay at Krvavici Lee kept looking at
topographical mapsand stone walls. Although he knew
the fate of his parachute, he dearly wanted to find its
hiding place. Lee described to locals the intersection of
two walls. He learned that two chutes had been found
and determined one of them belonged to pilot Randall
Darden. Zlatko Cetinatook Lee and agroup to the spot
where the parachute had been hidden. Lee looked atthe
intersection of the walls, noted the vegetationand soil,
and spotted some higher brushand said there should be
arocky knoll up there, and there was. Lee knew for sure
he was at the site where he covered his parachute 63
yearsago. Hisson-in-law hada GPS with him and said
they were 61/100ths of amile fromthe crashsite. Later,
Leeasked Ivanifthey had keptanything of the parachute
atall. Ivanreplied, “If I had known you were coming, |
would have savedit.”

Before leaving, Leeand LukaflewinaCessnal72
toretracethe lastflight of Bottoms Upafter itscrippling
damage near Lula. Lee commented that he was very
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happytobeinthe172.He hadanumber of flighthours
inaCessnal70andreally enjoyedthe plane. There was
agroup photo of Lee, Luka, the pilot, and plane owner
by the plane. Lee showed a photo of the route of
Bottoms Up’s last flight drawn overanareamap, clearly
showingthe large sweeping curve the plane made before
crashing. He figured the Cessna flight ran about $400
dollars, but when he offered to pay, the plane’s owner
took no money. He considered ita professional cour-
tesy.

The presswas in force for this flightand there was
abignews conference after the plane landed. Itincluded
some of the partisans and the mayor of the province of
Marcana. The mayor presented Lee a plaque and a
popular folk instrument. Lee presented the mayoraUS
flag and displayed a Croatian ceremonial flag that Dr.
Judy Vogelsang from the honorary Council of Croatia,
Kansas City had sentwith him. He had afinal luncheon
with the partisans and knew itwould be the lasttime he
saw them, becoming emotional as he told the audience
this. He also met the grandson of one of the partisans.

The last image Lee put up on the screen
read,”Whatever the price of freedom, Buy it, for you
will not enjoy the alternative.” And that concluded
Lee’spresentation, toalong round of applause.

An audience member asked Lee if there were
othersurvivors of his crew? Lee answered thatat the
time of the trip to Croatia there were three. Today
there are only two. None of the three were healthy
enough to make the trip.

Anotheraudience member asked what happened
toany large pieces of the plane. Lee answered that the
Germanshauledthem offtosinkholes intheareashortly
after the crash and dropped them in. He said the sink-
holes were reminiscent of those in Missouri. He also
mentioned that the earth around sinkholes was black,
and that was another indication he knew he was at the
rightspotfor hiding his parachute ashe remembered the
black soil about near where he hid the chute.

A question about a book coming out about this
storywasasked. Lee said there was one inthe worksand
that he reviewed the chapters for accuracy as they were
given to him. He said he did not change the author’s
words but wrote notes as to what really happened. He
thought the book may come outthisyear.

Anotheraudience memberasked about the mark-
ingsonthe vertical and horizontal stabilizers of the plane

and commentedthey seemedtobeaninvitingtarget. Lee
said the markings identified the Bomb Wing, Bomb
Group,and Bomb Squadron. Thenasingle letter iden-
tified the plane in squadron. He said the markings were
forrecognitionand greatly aided in groups forming up
onceintheair.

Anaudience member asked what happenedto his
survival kit. Lee quietly responded, "A German officer
tookit, the S.0.B.,"whichbroughtalot of laughter from
theaudience. Hewentontosay thathe woresilk gloves
under his heavy flight gloves and the officer took those
and hismilitary issue wristwatch.

Lee said that he and Darden hid out together
overnight. Darden had a .45 caliber pistol with himand
Leetoldhimtogetridofit. Theyhiditinthegrass. The
following morninga German patrol found the twofliers.
As Lee stood up, he dropped one of his gloves and,
withoutthinking, reached downto pickitup. Theglove
had fallen right by the pistol, which was visible to the
Germans. Lee said for a moment the Germans were
really disturbed until he picked upthe glove. The presen-
tationended with thisanecdote. Lee thanked the audi-
ence for attending and thanked them for the questions
they asked. =
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April
25— Celebrity Pancake Feed

June
8-11 Aviation Education Class

July
6-9 Aviation Education Class

August
3-6 Aviation Education Class

September
26 Winged Foot 5K Fun Run/Walk
”» » g




COMBAT AIR MUSEUM

Help us meet our goal for the Annual Celebrity Pancake Feed
Let'ssell 1,000tickets!
TheAnnual Celebrity Feed is Saturday, April 25,2009-7A.M.-12P.M.

Thereisstill time to supportour Combat Air Museum Celebrity Pancake Feed and Silent Auction.
Help usreachourgoal thisyear: tosell 1,000 tickets!
Bob Carmichael of Perkins Family Restaurantand Bakery
has challenged CAM to increase our revenue by selling 1,000 tickets.
He will feed that many for us.
Youwill also note that we are having a Silent Auction to help increase our revenue.
For $5.00 you can get all the pancakes you can eat.
All of our memberscan help.
Buy/sell tickets to all persons you know and bring them to our event.
Donate items for the Silent Auction.
Bid onand buy itemsduring the auction.
Place postersadvertising the eventwherever there is traffic
to call attention to the Museumand this fund raiser.
Ticketsand postersare available atthe Museum.
Remember, inadditiontoagreateventandafuntime,
thisisamajor fund raiser for the Museum.
Working together we candrive this fund raiser over the top. Getinvolved. Now.




